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PRESS CONFERENCE: ANGELINA LOVE
The wrestling world already knows how hot the new TNA
Knockouts champion is. Now she wants everybody to know
how tough she is as well

A CHANCE TO LIVE UP TO HIS NAME:
WILL MUP SURVIVE A PUSH TO THE TOP TIERD

Montel Vontavious Porter has survived quite a bit in his
personal life, but that’s no guarantee he’ll make the most
of his recent switch to the Raw brand ... and this may be
his last shot at glory in WWE

THE BOURNE ULTIMATUM: WILL HE HAVETO

COMPROMISE HIS STYLE TO HAVE A LONG CAREERD
Evan Bourne’s daredevil wrestling style is fun, exciting, and
effective. But it’s also very risky. In fact, Bourne has already
missed significant time to injury. If Bourne has any hopes for
longevity in this business, it might be wise for him to adjust
his style a bit

SPECIAL P/ 30TH ANNIVERSARY SECTION!
In this two-part section, we pay homage to the 10 wrestlers
who’ve graced our covers most frequently during the PW/
years, while Stu Saks recalls his most enduring memories

THE 2009 MID-YEAR REPORT
An in-depth look at the 50 biggest stories of the half-year; the
wacky and weird; mid-year awards, grades, and more.
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LOOK FOR THE OCTOBER 2009 ISSUE OF
PRO WRESTING ILLUSTRATED PRESENTS:
THE “PWI500,” ON SALE AUGUST 18, 2009

3 FROM THE DESK OF ... Stu Saks

A dual celebration

6 BEFORE THE BELL compiled by Gerry Strauss
WWE Encyclopedia reviewed, “Talkin’ Trash,” “One To
Watch,” and more

10 RINGSIDE with Bill Melzer
WWE and NBA go head to head, Lashley gets angry, John
Tolos dies, and more

14 OQUICK COUNT by Al Castle

A look at wrestling through the eyes of a horseracing fan

16 INFOCUS by Dave Lenker

End of the Dreamer era? Lisa Marie Varon goes to TNA

18 OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz

Our “Queen” takes a peek inside her mailbag

108 THE BUSINESS PAGE by Harry Burkett

Major business stories, the latest ratings,
and WWE stockwatch

112 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Harry Burkett
Harry strolls down memory lane ... and bumps into
a former editor!

114 THE STRAIGHT SHOOTER by Dan Murphy

The subtle significance of the Jarrett-Foley feud

116 THE TRADE'S MARK by Frank Ingiosi

Was Dr. Astin’s prison sentence appropriate?

118 12 QUESTIONS WITH ... SHAWN SPEARS

He has no time for Star Trek ... or Star Wars

120 WRESTLING OBSERVER HALL OF FAME
We pay tribute to El Canek

124 INDEPENDENT ROUNDUP BY AL ALVEN

Recent goings-on at some of the smaller shows

128 THE INTERNATIONAL REPORT BY BILL MELTZER
Lucha star hanging up the mask, Cute Kip pulled from
British show, Juvi getting rough treatment in AAA, and
more from around the globe

130 ARENA REPORTS

Key results from around the world, plus our spotlight card

136 PwicLassic
The “Macho Man’s” empty reign as WWF “King”

142 BETWEEN FALLS

Batista’s future, A “Nay!” for Vickie, A “Yay!” for Melina

144 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS
Rankings for Raw, Smackdown, ECW, TNA,
ROH, and more!

146 DRAWING BLOOD
The odd but entertaining perspective of
Jason “Mr. J” Conlan




