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PRESS CONFERENCE: KEVIN NASH

Like most former champs, Kevin Nash would love to win another
maijor title. But at this point of his career, “Big Sexy” isn’t losing any
sleep over the fact that Samoa Joe is TNA’s current World champion

SHATTERING THE GLASS GEILING:

WOMEN'S WRESTLING FINALLY EARNS RESPECT

Today’s brand of women’s wrestling is the ultimate combination of
beauty and skill. The TNA Knockouts, WWE Divas, and SHIMMER
girls may be nice to look at, but they can also excite fans with their
wrestling ability

THE FIRST ANNUAL “PWI FEMALE 50”

Finally, there are enough credible female wrestlers out there to warrant
a ranking of the top 50. Just as we do with our “PWI 500” each year,
the staff got together to decide who belongs on this list and where

TRADITION AT A CROSSROADS:

\WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR THE

NEW ROH-NWWA ALLIANCE?

The oldest wrestling organization joined the hottest indy promotion to
put on a sizzling card in late-summer. Where do they go from here?

UN-BEER-ABLE!

WHY JIM CORNETTE IS DESPERATE TO SKUNK ROODE & STORM
Beer Money Inc. is running roughshod over TNA, angering compet-
itors and fans ... and Managing Director Jim Cornette. But so far,
Cornette has not found a way to keep the new TNA World tag team
champions under control

WITH TRIPLE-H ON SMACKDOWN ...

IWHO WILL TAKE CONTROL OF RAW?

For years Triple-H was the heart and soul of Raw. But after the
draft, he found himself on Smackdown. His departure left a void
only one superstar can fill. Which superstar will win the power
struggle on Raw?

SHELTON BENJAMIN'S BREAKTHROUGH MATCH ...

WELL, NOT SO FAST!

A U.S. championship reign should be sufficient to silence Shelton
Benjamin’s critics, but for some fans, Benjamin still has a whole lot
left to prove

MARK HENRY:

“THE ECW TITLE IS MORE THAN JUST A BELT TO ME”

The ECW title may not command much respect, but Henry has
plenty of reasons to consider his current reign the pinnacle of pro-
fessional wrestling

3 FROM THE DESK OF ..

WWE’s for the entire family again

@ BEFORE THE BELL compiled by Gerry Strauss

Ric Flair DVD reviewed, “Talkin’ Trash,” “One To Watch,”
and more

10 RINGSIDE with Bill Meltzer
WWE tinkering with new creative philosophy; Another wave
of TNA roster cuts; Action heating up in Puerto Rico

16 INFOCUS by Dave Lenker
Hoping Flair won’t follow in Favre’s footsteps; Foley’s
announcing career

18 OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz

Our “Queen” takes a peek inside her mailbag

110 THEBUSINESS PAGE by Harry Burkett
Major business stories, the latest ratings, and WWE stockwatch

114 WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Harry Burkett

Derek Frazier redeems himself at this year’s Shamrock Cup

116 THESTRAIGHT SHOOTER by Dan Murphy
Why don’t C.M. Punk and Samoa Joe get any respect?

118 THE TRADE'S MARK by Frank Ingiosi
The secret ingredient to TNA’s global appeal

120 12 QUESTIONS WITH ... JOHN McCHESNEY

It’s fabulous being in the big leagues

122 WRESTLING OBSERVER HALL OF FAME
We pay tribute to Killer Kowalski

126 INDEPENDENT ROUNDUP by Al Alven

Recent goings-on at some of the smaller shows

128 THE INTERNATIONAL REPORT by Bill Meltzer
News from WWC’s Anniversario show, Mistico hits the road;
Suwama update

130 ARENA REPORTS

Key results from around the world, plus our spotlight card

136 PwIr CLASSIC

How Wendi Richter saved women’s wrestling

142 BETWEEN FALLS
Shawn Was Right; Da Man, Part Two?; Say It Ain’t So, Joe

144 OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS
Rankings for Raw, Smackdown, ECW, TNA, ROH, and more!

146 DRAWING BLOOD

The odd but entertaining perspective of Jason “Mr. J” Conlan
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l"lulfﬂiilns Michelle McCool by John Giamundo/World Wrestling
Entertainment, Inc./Courtesy of CW Network
——— L Beth Phoenix by George Napolitano
Angelina Love/Velvet Sky by Lee South/TNA Wrestling
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Awesome Kong by Lee South/TNA Wrestling
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