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features
PRESS CONFERENCE: MVP

Despite some dramatic ups and downs over the past several 
months, the U.S. champion is not lacking confidence … or goals 
he’d like to achieve on Raw.

THE STATE OF THE GAME
It’s time for the annual checkup for the industry that we all love

THE STATE OF RAW
For yet another year, WWE’s premier brand paces  
the wrestling business

THE STATE OF SMACKDOWN
Here’s what’s happening over at the “blue brand”

THE STATE OF TNA
Jarrett and company have some growing pains to address

THE STATE OF ECW
Don’t underestimate the role this brand serves in the WWE Universe

THE STATE OF RING OF HONOR
Times are changing for ROH, but will the changes give  
the country’s biggest indy a national presence?

THE STATE OF INDEPENDENT WRESTLING
Sounds crazy in today’s economy, but the smaller groups  
are doing just fine, thank you

THE STATE OF INTERNATIONAL WRESTLING
Puroresu and lucha libre may not be as big as they once were, 
but Japan and Mexico are still the major international hotbeds  
of professional wrestling

THE STATE OF THE STARS
Breaking down the biggest and brightest wrestling has to offer

THE STATE OF THE BUSINESS
An analytical look at the one thing that matters most

THE STATE OF THE FUTURE
What we can all expect from wrestling in the short—and long—term

HOW’RE YOU GONNA KEEP theM down ON THE FARM?
10 FCW WRESTLERS WWE IS WATCHING CLOSELY

Florida Championship Wrestling is grooming WWE’s next class 
of superstars. Here are the 10 we’re most likely to see next in 
Raw, Smackdown, and ECW

BATISTA TIME!
NOTHING CAN GO WRONG FOR “THE ANIMAL” NOW

After making some jolting realizations while recovering from  
his latest injury, Batista is hell-bent on having a year that will 
cement his wrestling legacy

JACKED UP IN PHILLY!
Lockdown Reshapes the TNA Landscape

Heading into Philly for a major pay-per-view, TNA was under 
great pressure to impress the hard-to-please local fans. Falling 
short could have had disastrous business implications, but TNA, 
led by Mick Foley, came through in a big way

FORCED TO FIGHT ALONE!
HOW WILL HOMICIDE FARE AS A SINGLES WRESTLER?

Now that Hernandez will be on IR for the next several months, 
Homicide must forget all the things he learned as a tag team 
wrestler. Only time will tell if he can survive the transformation  
to singles competition

departments
FROM THE DESK OF STU SAKS

Could wrestling’s “Next Big Thing” actually be very small?
BEFORE THE BELL compiled by Gerry Strauss
Kayfabe reviewed, “Talkin’ Trash,” “One To Watch,” and more

RINGSIDE with Bill Meltzer
Angle and WWE at odds, Trish Stratus criticizes WWE, Trouble 
for Reid Flair, Jim Ross and Vince McMahon debate time limits

QUICK COUNTS by Al Castle
Al takes a special guest to his first ’Mania

IN FOCUS by Dave Lenker
Remembering a childhood villain; WWE’s new “spokesman”

OFF THE TOP ROPE with Brandi Mankiewicz
Our “Queen” takes a peek inside her mailbag

THE BUSINESS PAGE by Harry Burkett
Major business stories, the latest ratings, and WWE stockwatch

WIN, LOSE, OR DRAW by Harry Burkett
The unique phenomenon of “Playboy” Buddy Rose

THE STRAIGHT SHOOTER by Dan Murphy
A former WWE “jobber” helps his son break in to the business

THE TRADE’S MARK by Frank Ingiosi
Looking at the role age plays in professional wrestling

12 Questions
Do you have your Colin Delaney action figure?

WRESTLING OBSERVER  HALL OF FAME
We pay tribute to Hulk Hogan

INDEPENDENT ROUNDUP by Al Alven
Recent goings-on at some of the smaller shows

THE INTERNATIONAL REPORT by Bill Meltzer
Major titles changing hands in Japan, Corino  
defends WWC title in an odd place

ARENA REPORTS
Key results from around the world, plus our spotlight card

PWI  Classic
Billy Gunn and Jesse James were a great tag team,  
but a notch or two below that as singles wrestlers

BETWEEN FALLS
Reaction to the PWI Awards; Swagger pegged for  
greatness; An annoying oversight or three

OFFICIAL WRESTLING RATINGS
Rankings for Raw, Smackdown, ECW, TNA, ROH, and more!

DRAWING BLOOD
The odd but entertaining perspective of Jason “Mr. J” Conlan
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